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Speaker Profile for 2008 IVU World Vegetarian Congress in Dresden

[image: image1]The 38th IVU World Vegetarian Congress in Dresden, Germany, 27 July-2 August features presentations on ethics, religion, spirituality, food, health, sport, politics and society, ecology and nature conservation, world hunger, and animal rights, all part of an exciting 7-day programme: http://www.ivu.org/congress/2008/program.html
Among the prominent speakers will be Prof. Dr. Eugen Drewermann one of the world’s most influential contemporary theologians. A former Catholic priest, Professor Drewermann is known for his passionate work towards a non-violent form of Christianity. He is a popular and gifted speaker whose combination of the logic of philosophy and science, on one hand, with the compassion of a therapist, on the other hand, draws large audience to his talks and television appearances. His belief that our fellow animals have the right to respect and life, too, culminates in his alternative Lord's Prayer which urges abstention from meat. Not only does Prof. Drewermann preach a new approach to Christianity, he lives this approach via his modest style, without any pomp, and, of course, with a vegetarian diet.
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-------
Congress Accommodation and Registration Fees

Rooms near the Congress venue are beginning to fill. The Youth Hostel that is located near the Congress venue already reports that single rooms with attached bathroom (comfort) are fully booked. However, single rooms without attached bathroom (standard) are still available, however, not in an unlimited quantity.

The first deadline for discounted registration, 1 Jul 2007, has already passed. The next deadline is 31 Jan 2008, a discount of EUR 40. From 1 Feb to 30 Jun 2008, the discount is EUR 20. From 1 Jul 2008, full registration fees will apply. When you register online, the current discount is automatically reflected in the pricing in the online registration form.
------------------
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International Day of Non-Violence – 2 Oct – At International Vegan Festival
Preparations for the 11th International Vegan Festival (IVF) at Murdeshwar, India from Sep.30 to Oct.6 are in full swing. Ms Kirsten Jungsberg, the founder of the IVF, is coming to guide the final preparations in August. Some speakers and programs are already finalized, and about 30 participants from 8 countries have registered. There have been some good responses for the Essay Competition too. Shankar Narayan, the president of Indian Vegan Society, is busy enlisting the support of the locals. The highlight of the IVF is a unique Peace March on 2 Oct, the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, which was recently declared the International Day of Non-violence by the United Nations. World Farm Animals Day is on the same date (2 Oct) and World Animal Day falls on 4 Oct.

Murdeshwar is located in the western coast of South India, about 100kms south of Goa. It can be reached from Mumbai by bus or train directly and by air via Mangalore or Dabolim, Goa.  Mangalore is just 165kms south of Murdeshwar and Dabolim, Goa is 220 kms north of Murdeshwar. Cabs are available from Mangalore and Goa. If attendees are coming in groups on Sep.29 or 30th, luxury coach can be arranged from Mangalore on a cost-share basis. For more details, please visit http://ivu.org/veganfest/index.html or write to indianvegansociety@rediffmail.com

------------------


Welcome to New IVU Member Organization  [image: image6.png]



- Happy Cow - http://www.happycow.net
HappyCow's vegetarian restaurants guide is a global, searchable vegetarian dining guide and directory of natural health food stores, including 

nutrition & health tips, vegan recipes, raw foods, travel, veganism and other vegetarian issues.

------------------
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World Animal Day – 4 Oct
World Animal Day activities are being planned. For example, the website http://www.worldanimalday.org.uk includes ideas to inspire everyone, everywhere and everything needed to help organise a successful event. The website features an event listing facility to provide free publicity to anyone involved in doing something special connected with animals on or around 4 Oct. You can help support World Animal Day by including information in a newsletter (logo available in ‘Resources’) and / or by creating a website link (full instructions for a number of different styles of link are available in ‘Resources’.

-----------------
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Swedish Veggie Fair a Big Success

Daniel, from Stockholm, sent in this contagiously enthusiastic report on a veg event in his country. 

The first-ever Veggie Fair 2007, organised by fair organised by the grassroot group Djurrattsalliansen (www.djurrattsalliansen.org) turned out to be a great success. 1700 (instead of the estimated 600) people came to take part in the abundance of food, cakes, talks, film-viewings and information on animal rights. The fair was a taste of what the future holds for everyone interested in a cruelty-free lifestyle. The film and lecture rooms were packed with people. . . actually the whole fair was packed! 

There were people from all ages, from children to pensioners, enjoying the variety of fun, food and information available. Based on the feedback forms, it appears that the Veggie Fair has inspired a great number of people to become vegetarian or vegan. For every activist who struggles in their daily life to raise awareness of the suffering of animals, this event should act as a reminder and inspiration that you are not alone! We are many who fight for a change in attitudes towards animals.

Djurrättsalliansen wants to give a great big thanks to everyone who contributed, in different ways, to make this such a fantastic event. For the next fair, we will aim even higher; a bigger venue, more stands, more visitors. Until then, we'll be out on the streets to show the world that animals are individuals, not products, and that vegan food is so much tastier and kinder than a diet based on pain and suffering.


------------------

Interview with the Founders of www.all-creatures.org
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 Frank and Mary Hoffman (flh@all-creatures.org) are long-term vegetarian activists. Among their contributions is the  founding of the website: http://www.all-creatures.org They kindly agreed to answer some questions for IVU Online News.

 How and when did you become vegetarians? 

 Our journey began over thirty years ago for reasons of compassion.  The first animal product we dropped from our d diet was veal, and it progressed from there until we finally became vegan about twenty years ago.

 What kind of vegetarians are you? 

 We are totally vegetarian and live a vegan lifestyle to the fullest extent we possibly can.

What is your favourite vegetarian food? 

 We suppose it's almost all of them, though we rarely eat processed foods and stay away from meat analogues.  If you look at the recipe  section of our web site www.all-creatures.org/recipes.html you'll get a better idea of the wide variety of foods that we eat.  As an example, yesterday we had barbequed portabella mushroom burgers on home made spelt rolls.  Almost every morning we have either a veggie or fruit smoothie.  Earlier this week we had a curried kale dish served over brown basmati rice, and when the local farm store had their early spring spinach, we made it into a Greek style recipe with onions and rice, as well as putting the raw spinach on our tossed salads, which we eat every day.

When and why did you set up your foundation: The Mary T. and Frank L. Hoffman Family Foundation? 

 We set up our foundation in 1997 as a charitable organization, as a way of gaining the maximum advantageous use of our money and to make any donations tax deductible.

Religion seems to be a big part of what you do. How do people react who like one part of your message - either the religion part or the vegetarian part - but not the other? 

 The people to whom you are referring seem to amount to less than ten percent of our web site visitors, based upon the email that we receive. One of the first hurdles we faced, when we first started, was to convince animal rights activists that Christians could be compassionate animal rights vegans. Now they come to us for help and assistance, so this hurdle has been crossed. And today, most people thank us for not being "afraid" to show God's presence in our animal rights and vegan presentations. We do, however, get an occasional person writing to us about not including our religious comments, but when we explain that a major portion of our ministry is trying to reach the churches, they seem to accept it.

 

The people who seem to have the biggest problem with our website ministry are the so-called "born again Christians" who believe that they have a God-given right to kill and/or eat any animal, and they don't think our ministry is truly Christian.

What are the main functions of your foundation? 

 There are three major objectives in our Mission and Purpose:

To promote through education the prevention of cruelty to any of God's creatures, human or otherwise, including, but not limited to, medical research and testing using animals and the use of animals or animal products for food, commercial purposes or otherwise.
  

To support organizations which have similar goals of preventing any harm to any of God's creatures, human or otherwise, or to the environment. (We currently host and maintain the web sites of over 30 other organizations from all over the world.) 
  

To provide an Internet Archival Library (www.all-creatures.org) of educational materials to assist both teachers and students in the furtherance of cruelty-free living. 

 

We also direct a large portion of our ministry to trying to "wake up" most religious organizations to the fact that we are to be loving, compassionate, and peacemaking stewards of the whole of God's creation (humans, other animals, and the environment in which we all live), and that we must end our warring madness and destruction.

What is the most popular page on your website? 

 We are averaging over 900,000 hits a day, and since we have over 37,000 pages on our website, their popularity varies from day to day and week to week. We believe it is more meaningful to talk about the most popular sections. In order of their more historic popularity, they are:

1. Animal Exploitation Photo Journals 

2. Humor 

3. Recipes 

4. Nature Studies 

5. Animal Animations

How is being a vegetarian activist different now than it was 10 years ago? 

For us personally, we are much more heavily involved.  From a global perspective, the Internet has opened doors that were never available before, and has allowed us instantaneous contact with millions of people.

Do you both do this work full-time? How do you get the money needed to run the foundation? 

Yes, we both do this full-time as unpaid volunteers. Most of the funding for our Foundations work has been coming from us, but we have also have given some assistance to other organizations (not the ones we host), and they have made donations. We also get a few donations from individuals.

What is one practical idea that you would like to share with other vegetarian activists? 

Live the vegetarian lifestyle that you believe in by eating a healthful whole food diet and by being a good credible witness before others, and do not be afraid to speak out in a peaceful and polite manner about why you live as you do and why it is good for us, for the animals, and for the environment.

------------------




Live Earth 07—07-07

Global Warming is the focus of Live Earth, a series of international concerts and an environmental call to action featuring Madonna, Bon Jovi, Genesis, Kelly Clarkson and many others broadcasting from 7 continents: www.liveearth.msn.com  It’s a great opportunity for vegetarians to make the connection between meat and the growing environmental mess. For instance, Vegetarian Society (Singapore) is scheduled to speak at and put up an exhibition at the local event: http://www.vegetarian-society.org
------------------

Love Us, Not Eat Us Stickers Work Their Magic

Last year, IVU Online News featured an interview with Singaporean vegetarian T Y Lee, who designed and has been distributing at no charge the ‘Love Us, Not Eat Us’ stickers and decals. Following his interview, T Y received many more orders for the decals and stickers which can now be seen in more than 50 countries. Recently, T Y shared with IVU Online News this great story from a decal recipient in the U.S.:

I promised that when I got the decals I would let you know. And WOW!! Did they go over great. I didn't have enough, but I did manage to save one for our break area at work. It’s funny though, the day the stickers came, a guy brought over a bucket of KFC for the office, and no one ate a piece. Thank you so much!

For more information on the stickers/decals: http://www.loveusnoteatus.com
 

------------------
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We’re Vegetarian – And So Is Our Truck!
Coastalfields - http://www.coastalfields.com – is an IVU member. Its directors, Aaron Brachfeld and Mary Choate, submitted the following to IVU Online News.
Our truck now eats vegetable oil and, like all vegetarians, will enjoy a longer, healthier life, will pollute less and be cheaper to feed.  
 
The oil prolongs the life of the engine and gets as good or better fuel efficiency.  The oil does not release ANY nitrates, sulphates, lead or other pollution to the atmosphere: when the oil burns: the oil releases only sugar, water and carbon dioxide – with NO net carbon gain to the atmosphere (the carbon was eaten by a plant just the autumn before!).  And, the oil costs more than 90% less than gasoline or diesel!  
 
We are farmers in Colorado, and raise fruits, vegetables, grains and oil crops, selling oil not only for food (it goes great with our produce) but for fuel.  But even if you don’t buy your oil from us or your local farmer, anyone can find cheap oil by recycling the waste oil from restaurants or by growing their own.  It’s very easy!
 
If anyone wants information on how to convert their automobile to vegetarianism (cars, light trucks, heavy trucks, vans, tractors and, yes, even oil presses can all be converted), how to produce fruits, vegetables, grains or oil without ANY herbicide, pesticide or fertilizer, or how to purify restaurant oil or vegetable oil into fuel, we will teach them for free.  
------------------

Vegetarians (and our fellow animals) Are Winning, But Much Too Slowly

Here, courtesy of the eNewsletter of Vegan Outreach - http://www.veganoutreach.org/enewsletter/index.html - is a meat industry perspective on the effort we’re engaged in to convince people to change to healthier, kinder, greener diets. 

Agribusiness journal Feedstuffs editorialized (April 2, 2007): "Very recent developments would suggest that producers are now losing. If producers are losing, others are also losing -- everyone who has a stake in dairy, meat and poultry production... [I]t's not about animal welfare. It's not about cages and stalls... It's about raising animals for food, and the activists' agenda is to end the practice. It will take decades, but they are the ones who are winning -- piece by piece by piece."
------------------

Poem: A Truth Whose Time Has Come
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Note: The following is a poem that appeared in the Jewish Vegetarians of North America (JVNA) Online Newsletter. The poem is from M. Butterfly Katz’s Vegan Poet website: http://www.veganpoet.com  Another poem from the same site is http://www.veganpoet.com/animals/eating-babies.htm
Poem: A Truth Whose Time Has Come


There is a healer for our wounded Earth;
A panacea of countless worth
It's a nurturer of a freer mind
And an answer for what ails humankind.

It helps the human spirit to soar
by enabling us 'to Love' much more,
Bringing new hope for ALL; not just some:
Veganism; A Truth whose time has come.

It is a benefactor of untold wealth--
Improving and promoting human health.
We have no requirement for eating meat.
A plant-based diet is nutritionally complete.

The Mad Cow Disease threat would cease.
Drinking milk meant for calves makes us obese.
Permanent weight control is assisted
when animal products are resisted.

Our precious grain stores could then be fed
to starving human beings, instead
Rather than funneled through creatures that we breed
Disrespecting our own environmental need...

We cut hillsides of trees for cattle to graze,
While Factory Farms pollute our waterways.
The needless suffering of cows should end!
A sheep is not 'food', but a 'friend'!

Eating vegan tempers man's violent side;
It's the antidote to war and crime worldwide.
The Vegan Ideal's vastly unrecognized worth
is a way to more gently walk this Earth.
------------------

Organizations That Recently Registered With IVU

ARGENTINA
-Natura Medicatrix - Dr. Claudio Esteve - claudioesteve@hotmail.com
AUSTRALIA

- Fruitarian Geographic Biodiversity - www.fruitarian.org
CHINA

- givarya.org - http://www.givarya.org
GHANA

- Natural Health And Fitness foundation Ghana (NAHAFFGHANA) - Dr

 Rockson Asiamah Boateng - nahaffghana@yahoo.com
INDIA

- Gayatri Pariwar - http://www.awgp.org
ITALY

- Agricampeggio Faldone - http://www.faldone.com
UK

- EthicalLooks.com - http://www.ethicallooks.com
USA

- NutritionMD - http://www.nutritionmd.org
- HealthyAdventure.com - http://healthyadventure.com
- Vegan Grub - http://VeganGrub.wordpress.com
- The Woodlands at DeerHaven Hills Farm - http://www.dhhf.org
------------------
Please Write For IVU News

Dear Veg Activist

Please use this newsletter as a way to share your knowledge, ideas and experiences with fellow veg activists. Indeed, several of the articles in this issue were contributed by veg activists.

Thx. -–george jacobs – george@vegetarian-society.org
------------------
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as others may wish to subscribe to this free publication.

